The efforts of the government to raise awareness of career paths in
the industry run the gamut from exhibitions at libraries to a major tel-
evision-drama series with a maritime setting. Outreach programmes
have been launched in schools and tertiary-education institutions,
while special programmes such as work attachments have also been
created.

Tay Lim Heng, Chief Executive of the Maritime and Port Authority
of Singapore, says that although in the past most educational efforts
centred on the polytechnic institutions, a major push is now in the
works to create more skilled and value-added jobs. "We are now put-
ting more focus on graduate level studies," he said.

He is convinced this move to a wider maritime base is a natural
progression from what Singapore has been doing all these years,
through its role as a hub port for the region. “But more and more I
think we need to go beyond that into becoming a maritime cluster
where we offer a full range of maritime services; where it becomes a
one stop centre. So whether a ship owner wants ship finance, maritime
insurance, or broking, or any other service, he can find it here in
Singapore.”

Driving for a unilateral Asian voice?

NNl ReGIONAL FoCUS ]

SHOOTING
|

THE

Olav Eek Thorstensen

And the time is right to achieve this aim. A boom in world trade
coupled with the growth of Singapore’s near Asian neighbours India
and China, means the island is well sited and well suited to meet the
import and export transport needs of the region. “But there are other
people who are also in the middle of this trade move so I think we
need to go beyond that and our strategy cannot just be to operate as a
hub port. We need to go beyond that and provide better and more var-
ied services to ship owners and ship operators who choose to base
their operations here in Singapore,” said Tay Lim Heng. >
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